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NEWS RELEASE  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 

It was announced today (Tue 24 Nov 2009) at a special launch event held at The Patrick Centre, 

Birmingham Hippodrome, that the second International Dance Festival Birmingham  (IDFB 2010) will 

take place in the city in April-May 2010.  This exciting initiative is once again being driven by producers 

DanceXchange and Birmingham Hippodrome with funding from Advantage West Midlands , Arts 

Council England,  West Midlands , and Birmingham City Council , and sponsorship from Brewin 

Dolphin . 

 

The festival takes place from Monday 19 April to Sunday 16 May 2010 .  Showcasing a huge range of 

dance styles at venues across both the city and the region, highlights include: a new solo Kathak work 

by acclaimed choreographer Akram Khan ; the National Ballet of Cuba  featuring guest appearances by 

Carlos Acosta ; Mark Morris Dance Group  with the orchestra of English National Opera ; Strictly 

Come Dancing – The Professionals ; Sutra , a stunning dance piece featuring 17 monks from the 

original Shaolin Temple in China; and C!RCA, a thoroughly new circus show combining dance with awe 

inspiring acrobatics.  There will also be a host of other activities and events including free outdoor 

spectaculars, a weekend for children and families, and many opportunities for people of all ages and 

abilities to take part.   

 

Announcing the Festival, David Massingham , Artistic Director of DanceXchange and Co-Artistic 

Director of IDFB 2010 said:  “We’re delighted to be bringing back this exciting Festival for its second 

year.  Once again Birmingham will be showcasing some of the finest international talent across a broad 

range of dance styles appealing to diverse groups of audiences and dancers from across the region.  

More than 18 countries are represented in the programme – including Cuba, USA, France, India, 

Morocco, China, Norway, Madeira, Italy, Belgium and Germany – reinforcing the city’s growing 

reputation as a world stage.  Whether it’s ballet, flamenco, contemporary, ballroom, street, breakin or 

jazz you’re looking for, there really is something to suit all tastes!” 

 

Chief Executive of Birmingham Hippodrome and IDFB 2010 Co-Artistic Director Stuart Griffiths  added: 

“More than ever dance is broadening its appeal across the generations.  Whether it’s essential Saturday 

night family viewing, exciting projects in schools and colleges, or award winning new creative work, it’s 

increasingly impacting on all our lives with benefits for everyone to see. Through IDFB 2010, we’re 

particularly delighted to be working with numerous city partners and venues including Birmingham 

Repertory Theatre, Ikon Eastside, Town Hall, as well as some of the major retail outlets, to ensure our 

exciting programme can be experienced and enjoyed by as many people as possible.” 

 

International Dance Festival Birmingham 2010 is also supported by Media Partner BBC WM and 

Accommodation Partner Crowne Plaza , Birmingham City Centre. 

 
Further information will be online soon at www.idfb .co.uk 
Contact: Katherine Flynn, Marketing & Press Manager 

+44 (0)121 689 3171 // katherine.flynn@dancexchange.org.uk
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International Dance Festival Birmingham 2010: The V ision 
 

In the spring of 2008, Festival producers DanceXcha nge and Birmingham 
Hippodrome delivered the hugely successful inaugura l International Dance Festival 
Birmingham (IDFB). IDFB 2008 generated almost 25,00 0 audience and participatory 
experiences. It created a strong new brand and attr acted media interest and critical 
acclaim that raised the profile of Birmingham as an  international dance destination.  
 
The success of IDFB 2008 demonstrated real demand for a dance festival of scale and quality, and has 
paved the way for far greater achievements. IDFB 2010 will be bigger and better – with broader region-
wide impact, reaching out across the West Midlands with more public performances and participatory 
projects, delivering greater economic, social and cultural benefits to the city and region, and reinforcing 
Birmingham’s positive reputation as a world centre of dance, an attractive visitor destination, and a 
diverse, vibrant and internationally significant cultural city, at the heart of a dynamic region.  
 
Retaining a strong international focus, IDFB 2010 will celebrate artistic excellence, promote international 
artistic exchange, and express the youthful, diverse and energetic spirit of Birmingham and the West 
Midlands. It will animate the city and capture the imagination with a world-class programme that offers 
outstanding dance from across the globe; specially choreographed commissions; distinctive 
performances in unusual spaces; large-scale events for mass public participation; discovery and 
education, through classes and workshops; and a wealth of professional development opportunities for 
artists. 
 
IDFB 2010 will bring great dance to venues and public spaces across the West Midlands, enabling 
audiences to see a vast array of stimulating international work that would otherwise be out of reach, and 
introducing people of all ages to healthy dance activity through exciting participatory events. Through the 
exceptional range of work on offer, IDFB will connect with the region’s diverse population, inspire local 
pride and attract visitors to the city. In so doing, IDFB will raise aspirations, benefit the local economy, 
and enhance the cultural life of the region.  
 
With headline collaborators, star turns, and breathtaking events throughout its four weeks, IDFB is the 
region’s biggest festival, and already one of the largest dance festivals in the world. Through the 
outstanding quality of its work and the partnerships that support it, IDFB is the perfect showcase for the 
rich dance infrastructure of Birmingham and the West Midlands, supporting the West Midlands’ Culture 
Programme for 2012, and presenting an incredible opportunity to celebrate Birmingham as a world 
destination for dance. 

 
International Dance Festival Birmingham 2010... fol low the story at 
www.idfb.co.uk  

 
 

�

�
The closing event of IDFB 2008, Salsa at Sunset in The Mailbox 



IDFB 2010 – Programme Highlights  
 
 

Thurs 22 – Sat 24 April // Birmingham Hippodrome 
 
FESTIVAL OPENING NIGHT 
Mark Morris Dance Group 
L’allegro, il penseroso ed il Moderato 

 
Described by The Washington Post as America’s “Mozart of  
modern dance”, Mark Morris has changed the way audiences see 
dance.  The world-renowned choreographer returns to 
Birmingham to present L’Allegro, il penseroso ed il Moderato 
(premiered in 1988, and instantly heralded as a landmark work), 
featuring twenty-four dancers and the orchestra of English 
National Opera. 

 
“Once in a very rare while something comes along that simply has   
to be seen... blissful dance”  The Times 

 
 

 
Fri 23 & Sat 24 April // The Patrick Centre 
 
WORLD PREMIERE 
Rosie Kay Dance Company 
5 SOLDIERS: The Body is the Frontline  

 
5 SOLDIERS is a timely, controversial, thought provoking and 
moving exploration of war in modern times.  A dance theatre 
work, it looks at how the human body is essential to, and used in, 
warfare.  Featuring Kay’s trademark intense physicality and 
athleticism, 5 SOLDIERS uses interviews with current and former 
soldiers to weave a story of physical transformation, helping us 
understand how soldiers are made and how war affects them. 

 
5 SOLDIERS is a unique collaboration between award winning  
choreographer Rosie Kay, visual artist David Cotterrell and theatre director 
Walter Meierjohann.  It follows an intense period of research, where Rosie 
learnt battle training with The 4th Battalion The Rifles and David spent time in 
Helmand Province with the Joint Forces Medical Group.   

 
       
 
      Tues 27 April – Sat 1 May // Birmingham Hippodrome 
 

Ballet Nacional de Cuba  
with guest appearances from CARLOS ACOSTA 
Magia de la Danza & Giselle 

 
One of the most prestigious dance companies in the world, Ballet 
Nacional de Cuba is renowned for its unparalleled technique, 
taking classical Western ballets and invigorating them with the 
vivid passion at the heart of Cuba.  On this rare visit, the 
Company will perform two programmes. Blending Corall and 
Perrot's original interpretations, Giselle  is Artistic Director Alicia 
Alonso's most popular full length ballet.  Magia de la Danza  is a 
mixed bill featuring a full orchestra that brings together extracts 
from seven of the Company's most famous ballet classics 
including The Nutcracker, Sleeping Beauty, Coppelia and Swan 
Lake.   
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Tues 27 & Wed 28 April // Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
 
Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui / Sadler’s Wells London 
Sutra 
 
Performed by 17 monks from the original Shaolin Temple in 
China, Sutra  is a fascinating exploration of the philosophy and 
faith behind the Shaolin tradition, its relationship with Kung-Fu, 
and its position within a contemporary context.  

�
“Mesmerising and magical”  Evening Standard 

 
Turner Prize-winning artist Antony Gormley has created a striking 
design of 21 wooden boxes that shift and evolve, while composer 
Szymon Brzóska’s beautiful score for piano, percussion and 
strings is played live by on-stage musicians. 
 
 
 
Fri 30 April & Sat 1 May // Birmingham Repertory Theatre  

 
C!RCA presents  
C!rca 

 
Blending intricate acrobatic sequences, complex tumbling and  
powerful solos, C!RCA’s work is utterly refreshing, making circus 
a place of renewed wonder. Come on a thrilling and moving 
journey as exceptional circus acts combine with dance, light, 
sound and video to create a thoroughly new circus show. 

 
“Painting an empty stage with beautifully-controlled contortions 
and athletic acrobatic feats, the six performers in this Australian 
troupe blend the macabre of circus and the fluidity of dance into a 
thoroughly spectacular experience.”  The Stage, Edinburgh 2009 
 

 
 
      Tues 4 – Sat 8 May // Birmingham Hippodrome 
 

Strictly Come Dancing – The Professionals 
 
A celebration of the glitz, glamour and passion of Ballroom and 
Latin from the world’s dancing elite, Strictly Come Dancing – 
The Professionals  features the world champion dancers from the 
smash hit BBC TV series in the ultimate dance extravaganza! 
 
Starring Flavia Cacace  and Vincent Simone , Matthew Cutler , 
Ola and James Jordan , Kristina Rihanoff , Brian Fortuna  and 
Ian Waite  with special guest stars to be announced, the stage 
show will include breathtaking show dances for which the 
professionals have become famous in each of the BBC1 Strictly 
Come Dancing TV series, together with never before seen 
content. 
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Fri 7 & Sat 8 May // Town Hall Birmingham 
 
Akram Khan Company 
Gnosis 
 
First performed at Sadler’s Wells India Festival (Nov 2009), 
Gnosis is a solo show inspired by the Mahabharata story of 
Queen Ghandari.  
 
Akram has always been fascinated by comic book superheroes 
and their opposites, the villains, and how these comic book 
characters are in some way inspired by real characters that exist 
in our societies.  Gnosis is about the journeys of different 
characters inspired from myth. 
 
Khan’s choreography has been developed in collaboration with the 
internationally renowned Kathak masters Sri Pratap Pawar and Gauri 
Sharma Tripathi, and a band of musicians including Yoshie Sunahata, a taiko 
drummer from Japanese company KODO.  
   
 
 
 
Fri 14 & Sat 15 May // Birmingham Hippodrome  

     
Companhia de Dança Deborah Colker  
Cruel   
 
Cruel explores the many different forms that cruelty can take in a 
relationship.  Colker’s work is renowned across the world for the 
incredible skill and concentration it demands of her Brazilian 
dancers.   Not only do they move with feather-light grace and 
precision, but also with a touch of daring acrobatics and 
athleticism, which leaves audiences astounded and exhilarated.   

 
“It’s exhilarating, breathtaking stuff.”  The Guardian 

 

 
  
 

 
Other Highlights 

 
United Colours of Dance – Part 1  
Birmingham’s Victoria Square will be transformed into a rolling rural landscape, complete with maypoles 
and grass, for this stunning colourful extravaganza bringing together four of the world’s best folk dance 
companies and a group of contemporary dancers. Renowned choreographer Arthur Pita will work with 
the newly formed company for a 2.5 week period to create a unique new dance fusion. We are currently 
looking at companies from India (in partnership with sampad, South Asian Arts), Norway, Russia, Poland 
and Ireland – performing alongside The Destroyers, an eclectic turbo-folk band from Birmingham, and 
possibly flame throwers to add yet another dimension. The work will be performed 4-5 times over the 
May Day weekend. As a free public event, it will target new audiences, passers-by and people who do 
not usually attend theatre-based events, as well as regular dance attenders and the folk dance 
community of Birmingham and the West Midlands. �

 
Artistic Director:  Arthur Pita (Madeira/UK) 
Music Commission:  The Destroyers (Birmingham based) 
Set designers:  Vortex (Coventry based) 

 

�
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United Colours of Dance – Part 2 (out and about in the West Midlands)  
In addition to the above spectacle, during their time in Birmingham each of the folk dance companies 
above will travel to a number of towns and cities across the West Midlands to perform their particular 
form of folk dance, and deliver impromptu workshops/masterclasses with the local community. It is 
envisioned that these free performances will take place in town squares and be advertised locally in 
advance to raise awareness and build an audience. Before and after the performances, the folk artists 
will teach simple steps to the gathering crowd and encourage them to join in and learn the dance style.�
�
 
A Weekend of Dance from North Africa and the Middle  East �
The Arab speaking countries of North Africa and the Middle East have a rich and varied, but largely 
much to bring to a western audience. This weekend attempts to reveal the depth of work being created 
in these areas, and to place it in a theoretical, political and geographical context. Whilst most of this work 
will be performed in The Patrick Centre, a selection will also be performed in the Ikon Eastside and 
studio spaces. Most of these works will be UK premieres. Countries are still to be confirmed, but likely to 
include Syria, Lebanon, Tunisia, Morocco, and Iran. 

 
 

Family Weekend  
Following on from a successful Family Weekend during IDFB 2008 and The Patrick Centre programme 
in 2009, IDFB 2010 will continue the model of a weekend of work aimed at children and their families. 
The weekend will include Funny Bones – a piece produced in the West Midlands and performed in the 
round, with work by Argentinean Enrique Cabrera and Italian Luca Silvestrini (World Premiere). Also 
included will be French company Compagnie Arcosm’s Echoa, a Stomp for the younger generation, 
during which an enormously charismatic group of dancers, drummers, and physical comedians seize the 
stage with their electrifying brand of action percussion.   

 
 

Canals Participatory Project  
Four West Midlands based dance artists will travel part of the region's canal network on a barge, 
stopping at a number of locations en route to perform and deliver participatory activity. At the outset, the 
dance artists will work to create a newly commissioned site-specific piece to be performed on and near 
the boat. The artists will then embark on a four-week journey stopping at selected locations on the canal 
line towards Norbury Junction and Penkridge, performing the short work to school and community 
audiences as well as delivering workshops and residencies in schools/community settings. It is 
anticipated that two pairs of artists will deliver 35 full days of education work during the 4 weeks. The 
commission will take place before the festival, and the boat will leave Birmingham with a small send-off 
event on the first day, returning four weeks later at the end of the festival. �

 
 

Put Your Foot Down!  
This project will culminate in a major participatory performance in a public city centre location in 
Birmingham (possibly by St Martin’s in the BullRing), getting hundreds of people dancing. Taking the 
principles of line dance as its starting point (unison performance in rows), a hip-hop/street dance routine 
choreographed by one of the world's biggest hip-hop dancers, will be taught to a core group of West 
Midlands based artists. These artists will then teach the work across the region to a host of amateur 
dancers and community participants. Participants will be from a range of dance backgrounds, and 
different variations of the routine (such as Breakin, Jazz, or Street) will be taught to different groups 
through new and existing classes. The core participants will be drawn from young street dance 
companies in the region. The lead choreographer is likely to be acclaimed French hip-hop artist Salah.�
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WEEK ONE 

 
Birmingham Hippodrome The Patrick Centre, Birmingham 

Hippodrome Ikon Eastside Public Spaces 

Mon 19 April 
   

Canals Project 

Tues 20 April 
   

Canals Project 

Wed 21 April    Canals Project 

Thurs 22 April 
Mark Morris Dance Group 

L’allegro, il penseroso ed il Moderato   Canals Project 

Fri 23 April Mark Morris Dance Group 
L’allegro, il penseroso ed il Moderato 

Rosie Kay Dance Company 
5 SOLDIERS: The Body is the Frontline 

Liquid Loft / Chris Haring 
Running Sushi Canals Project 

Sat 24 April 
Mark Morris Dance Group 

L’allegro, il penseroso ed il Moderato 
Rosie Kay Dance Company 

5 SOLDIERS: The Body is the Frontline 
Liquid Loft / Chris Haring 

Running Sushi Canals  / Shop Windows 

Sun 25 April    Canals Project 

 

WEEK TWO Birmingham 
Hippodrome 

The Patrick Centre, 
Birmingham Hippodrome 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre Ikon Eastside Public Spaces 

Mon 26 April         Waves / Invisible Dances / 
Canals 

Tues 27 April 
National Ballet of Cuba 

Magia de la Danza 

Pere Faura / Club Fisk 
This is a picture of a person I 
don’t know & Forestillinger 

Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui/Sadler’s Wells  
Sutra  

Waves / Invisible Dances / 
Canals 

Wed 28 April National Ballet of Cuba 
Magia de la Danza 

Pere Faura / Club Fisk 
This is a picture of a person I 
don’t know & Forestillinger 

Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui/Sadler’s Wells 
Sutra  

Waves / Invisible Dances / 
Canals 

Thurs 29 April National Ballet of Cuba 
Magia de la Danza 

Dance from North Africa 
Weekend  

Dance from 
North Africa 
Weekend 

Waves / Invisible Dances / 
Canals 

Fri 30 April 
National Ballet of Cuba 

Giselle 
Dance from North Africa 

Weekend C!rca 
Dance from 
North Africa 
Weekend 

Waves / Invisible Dances / 
Canals 

Sat 1 May National Ballet of Cuba 
Giselle 

Dance from North Africa 
Weekend C!rca 

Dance from 
North Africa 
Weekend 

United Colours of Dance / 
Waves / Shop Window / 

Canals 
Sun 2 May 

        
United Colours of Dance / 

Waves / Canals 

IDFB 2010 Schedule of Events (as at 24 November 2009)  

Please note: All programme information is correct a t the time of going to print, but may be subject to  change. 



 

WEEK THREE Birmingham Hippodrome The Patrick Centre, 
Birmingham Hippodrome Town Hall Public Spaces 

Mon 3 May 
   

United Colours of Dance / Waves 
/ Invisible Dances / Waves 

Tues 4 May 
Strictly Come Dancing 

The Professionals   Waves / Invisible Dances / Canals 

Wed 5 May 
Strictly Come Dancing 

The Professionals  
Chanta La Mui 

Complot (contemporary Flamenco) Waves / Invisible Dances / Canals 

Thurs 6 May 
Strictly Come Dancing 

The Professionals  
Chanta La Mui 

Recital (traditional Flamenco) Waves / Invisible Dances / Canals 

Fri 7 May 
Strictly Come Dancing 

The Professionals 
Family Weekend 

 Compagnie Arcosm Echoa 
Akram Khan Company 

Gnosis 
Waves / Invisible Dances / Visible 

Dances / Canals 

Sat 8 May 
Strictly Come Dancing 

The Professionals 
Family Weekend 

Funny Bones 
Akram Khan Company 

Gnosis Waves / Shop Window / Canals 

Sun 9 May 
 

Family Weekend  
 

Waves / Invisible Dances / Canals 

 

WEEK FOUR Birmingham Hippodrome 
The Patrick Centre, 

Birmingham Hippodrome Ikon Eastside Public Spaces 

Mon 10 May    Canals Project 

Tues 11 May  
Colin Dunne 
Out of Time  Canals Project 

Wed 12 May 
 

Colin Dunne 
Out of Time  

Canals Project 

Thurs 13 May  
Co-promotion with sampad, 

South Asian Arts 
Xavier Le Roy 
Self Unfinished Canals Project 

Fri 14 May 
Companhia de Dança Deborah 

Colker  
Cruel 

Co-promotion with sampad, 
South Asian Arts 

Xavier Le Roy 
Self Unfinished Canals Project 

Sat 15 May 
Companhia de Dança Deborah 

Colker 
Cruel   

Put Your Foot Down! 

Please note: All programme information is correct a t the time of going to print, but may be subject to  change. 
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IDFB 2010 Funders, Sponsors & Partners  
 
 

OUR FUNDERS 
 

Advantage West Midlands 
“Culture, festivals and events are major market growth 
opportunities in a tourism sector worth £6 billion to the Heart of 
England, West Midlands Region. The International Dance Festival 
is a key focus of the region’s Cultural Olympiad Programme, and 
Advantage West Midlands’ support for it will showcase the world-
class cultural offer of the region, promoting its reputation for 
distinctive and diverse culture to UK and international audiences, 
and helping to position Birmingham as a global city”. 
Karen Yeomans 
Corporate Director 
Partnerships & Communications 
 

 
Arts Council England, West Midlands 
“The first IDFB was a great success and the programme for 
the second IDFB in April - May 2010 looks even more 
interesting, with more international dance companies 
and exciting opportunities for audiences and participants 
across the region. We are delighted to be supporting the 
festival, which will strengthen Birmingham's position as an 
international destination for dance.” 
Sally Luton 
Regional Executive Director 
Arts Council England, West Midlands 

 
 

Birmingham City Council 
“I am pleased to be able to offer the City Council’s continued 
support for International Dance Festival Birmingham, a major 
feature of Birmingham’s cultural calendar, bringing amazing 
international talent to the city, inspiring local people to get 
involved, and showcasing Birmingham as an exciting visitor 
destination and a world centre of dance.”   
Cllr. Martin Mullaney 
Cabinet Member for Leisure, Sport and Culture 
Birmingham City Council 

 
 

OUR SPONSOR 
Brewin Dolphin , one of the UK's largest independent private 
client investment managers, is the proud sponsor of International 
Dance Festival Birmingham 2010. 

 
John Driver, Divisional Director, Brewin Dolphin Birmingham, 
said, “At Brewin Dolphin, we have prided ourselves on providing 
an excellent quality of investment services for our clients.  We’ve 
found like-minded partners in Birmingham Hippodrome and 
DanceXchange, who have offered the highest standards in dance 
for many years. We’re delighted to sponsor an event that reaches 
out to so many different audiences and that reminds the world of 
Birmingham’s reputation as a home to creativity, industry and 
talent.” 

 
Brewin Dolphin will hold a range of networking events to support 
the festival programme.   

 

�
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MEDIA PARTNER 

 
BBC WM 
 
The West Midlands Radio Station 

 
www.bbc.co.uk/birmingham 
 
 
 

ACCOMMODATION PARTNER 
 
Crowne Plaza   
 
“We are pleased to support International Dance Festival 
Birmingham 2010 and share in its ambition to celebrate 
Birmingham as a dynamic international city. We look forward to 
playing host to some of the world’s best dancers during their stay 
here at the Crowne Plaza, Birmingham City Centre.” 
Michael Mason 
General Manager 
Crowne Plaza, Birmingham City Centre�

 
 
 

THE WEST MIDLANDS CULTURE PROGRAMME FOR 2012 
Each English region has been invited by the London Organising Committee for the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games (LOCOG) to establish a Cultural Olympiad – a programme of cultural events and 
activities leading up to the Games in 2012.  

 
The West Midlands Culture Programme is the region’s response to this invitation and is a unique 
opportunity to showcase the regions rich, thriving cultural offer and strengths, raising the international, 
national and regional profile of the Heart of England, West Midlands region. Through exciting, high 
quality cultural activity and events which convey the innovation and creativity of the region the 
programme will help to drive visitors and inward investment to the region.  In particular it provides us with 
an opportunity to make the most of our strongest regional cultural assets through events such as 
International Dance Festival Birmingham.  

 
The West Midlands’ Culture Programme for 2012 consists of: 
·  People Dancing 
·  Community Games 
·  Festivals and Events 
·  Inspire Mark Projects  
·  Maximising the Impact of Major Projects  

 
For further information visit www.wmfor2012.com 

 
Dave Moorcroft, regional ambassador for London 2012  and former Olympian said: “We want to 
make the West Midlands the region for dance in the run up to London 2012, using the power of the 
Games to engage with people from right across the region. The West Midlands’ Culture Programme for 
London 2012 provides an excellent opportunity to showcase and celebrate the cultural strengths of the 
region including significant events such as International Dance Festival Birmingham.” 

�
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About the Festival Producers 
 

DanceXchange 
DanceXchange (dx) is a dance house dedicated to the production and distribution of high quality dance. 
Housed within the Hippodrome complex with Birmingham Royal Ballet and Birmingham Hippodrome, dx 
brings together dance artists, companies, educators and venues in the promotion of dance activity for 
people of all ages, abilities and cultural backgrounds, and creates exciting opportunities for people of all 
walks of life to engage in dance, either as participant, performer or audience member. 

 
DanceXchange has an international role in bringing the best of British dance to a worldwide stage, as 
well as a focus within the West Midlands to create an ever-expanding dance ecology that supports 
artistic excellence. Committed to developing the artistic potential of both professionals and youth and 
community participants whilst increasing audiences for the artform of the 21st Century, dx creates 
initiatives that research choreography and develops innovative educational projects. 

 
dx presents a range of professional and community dance performances, both in The Patrick Centre, 
Birmingham Hippodrome and out on tour; runs an extensive recreational class programme; creates a 
wide range of accessible and inclusive outreach opportunities; runs a Centre for Advanced Training in 
Kathak, Bharatanatyam and Contemporary dance; and manages a touring company, Bare Bones. 

 
Birmingham Hippodrome 
Originally built in 1899, the 1,850-seat award winning Birmingham Hippodrome is the oldest surviving 
theatre in Birmingham.  From its early life as a circus through to music hall, variety and lyric theatre, it’s a 
shining example of how the performing arts have been integral to the changing face of the city. 

 
Birmingham Hippodrome now welcomes an average half a million people every year and can lay claim to 
the highest regular annual attendance of any single theatre in the country.  Home to the largest 
pantomime productions in the UK and the only theatre in the country where Welsh National Opera 
performs all its repertoire, Birmingham Hippodrome attracts major international companies and some of 
the best known productions and star names. 

 
The unique partnership of Birmingham Hippodrome, DanceXchange and Birmingham Royal Ballet 
creates a dance hub, delivering more dance activity in better facilities than anywhere else in the UK. And 
under the theatre’s own WideWorld banner, the Hippodrome has presented some of the biggest names 
in international dance in recent years.  Birmingham Hippodrome is truly “a stage for the best in the world” 
and looks forward to playing a major role in driving the future of Birmingham as a major international city. 

 
 

The 2010 Festival Team 
 

Co-Artistic Director    David Massingham 
Co-Artistic Director    Stuart Griffiths 
Festival Manager    Clare Lewis 
Programme Manager    Paul Burns 
Festival Producer    Hannah Sharpe 
Production Manager    Neil Cooper 
Marketing Manager    Katherine Flynn 
Marketing & Press Intern    Natalie Smith 
Festival Programme Coordinator  Christopher Calvert 
Festival Programme Administrator  Kate Hawkesford 

 
 

Currently recruiting for: 
 

Education Coordinator     
Festival Programme Support Intern   
Marketing & New Media Officer    
Press Agency  
Press Manager     
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With Thanks... 
 
  

Our Funders:  Advantage West Midlands, Arts Council England, West Midlands, 
Birmingham City Council  

Our Sponsor:     Brewin Dolpin 
Media Partner:  BBC WM  
Accommodation Partner:  Crowne Plaza, Birmingham City Centre 
 
Performers/Contributors 
Tamsin Fitzgerald 
2FaCeD DaNcE Company: Johnny Autin, Mathew Chambers, Nathan French, Robby Graham  
Rosie Kay 
Rosie Kay Dance Company: Chris Linda, Tilly Webber  
Bruce Tetlow 
Duncan Grimley, music 
The Destroyers, music 
 
Event Management 
Danielle Martin and Damien Vincent, Birmingham Hippodrome’s Hospitality Team 
Paul Hinde, Barry Hope and Paul Keogh, Birmingham Hippodrome’s Technical Team 
Edward Moore, photographer 
Chris Unitt, Filmmaker  
Rob Lindsay, Film equipment supplier 
Kiss Me Cupcakes 
Carnation Flowers 
All images featured in this information pack courtesy of the visiting companies 

 
And finally, thanks to all staff at DanceXchange and Birmingham Hippodrome who have kindly 
volunteered their time to help make tonight happen. 
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